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JOHN  BELCHIER,  Ef$ 

SURGEON  of  Guy’s  Hospital, 

and  F.  R,  S. 


S  I  R, 

A  M  pleafed  with  nothing  fo  much 
in  the  Publication  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Ihort  Eflay,  as  with  the  Op¬ 
portunity  it  flings  in  my  way  of  this  Ad- 
drefs.  I  am  often  wont  to  reflect  on  the 

Happinefs 


DEDICATION. 

Happinefs  I  enjoyed  in  being  contemporary 
with  you,  during  the  Space  of  feveral 
Years,  under  that  uncommon  Ornament  of 
his  Profeflion,  Mr.  Cheselden.  For  fuch 
he  really  was  j  being  a  Gentleman  not  onlyr 
highly  diftinguifhed  for  a  Practice,  founded 
on  an  inconteftable  Theory,  but  one  at  the 

-  •  \  .  I  i 

fame  time  who  was  actuated  with  the  moft 

t 

v  *  * 

noble  Sentiments  of  Humanity,  as  he  was 
ever  pleafed  with  all  Occafions,  that  offered 
themfelves,  of  communicating  his  Knowledge 
to  Others,  for  the  Benefit  and  Service  of 
Mankind. 

The  Steps  he  trod,  the  Age  may  congra- 

*»  +  m  * 

tulate  itfelf,  you  purfue.  Animated  by  an 
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equal 


DEDICATION. 

equal  Zeal  for  doing  good  Offices  to  the 
Community,  you  eftabliffi  his  ineftimable 
Example,  a  Handing  Rule  for  your  own  Con- 
dudh  That  you  may  arrive  at  the  higheft 
Pitch  of  radiant  Fame  in  this  World,  and 

'  i  „ 

be  crowned,  confequently  to  your  truly 
worthy  Adts,  with  a  glorious  Immortality 
in  the  next,  is  the  moft  ardent  Wiffi  of, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  mojl  obedient  and 

Moft  affeBionate  humble  Servant , 


JOSEPH  HIGGS, 
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PRESCRIPTIONS  referred  to  in 

the  following  Pages. 

EC  I  PE  Flor.  Sulph.  unc.  iv.  Argent. 
Viv.  unc.  xvj.  Mifceantur  optime  et 
triturentur,  donee  Pulvis  Subtilifiimus 
j^Ethiopicus  fiat. 

5t.  Mercur.  Dulc.  Pulv.  Myrrh,  ana  p.  x.  M.  F. 
Pulvis  Subtiliflimus.  Ex  Ferro  Igne  rubro 
accipiatur  Fumus  Ore  Aperto. 

Pulv.  iEthiopic.  Axung.  Porcin.  ana  p.  sc.  M.  F. 
Unguentum  pro  Ufu. 

Cerat.  Alb.  Argent.  Viv.  ana  p.  x.  Optime  Mif¬ 
ceantur. 
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5e.  Mercur.  Dulc.  unc.  j.  Cum  Pulv.  e  Creta  Simpl. 
vel  Compofit.  drachm,  iij,  vel  cum  Rad.  Ser¬ 
pent.  Virginian,  drachm,  j.  Fiat  Mercurius 
Neutralizatus. 

% 

i£.  Argent.  Viv.  unc.  j.  Emplaftr.  Simpl.  unc.  ifs. 
Terebinth.  Commun.  q.  f,  M.  F.  Unguentum. 

Emplaftr.  Commun.  Ol.  Ped.  Bovin,  ana  q.  £ 
M.  et  lento  Igne  liquefc.  Signetur  Ceratum 
Album.  •  -  ■■  T  - '  i| 

*  h  *• 

4 
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Be.  Sal.  Ruffic.  unc.  fs.  Acet.  Diftillat.  lib.  fs.  Aq. 
Fontan.  lib.  j.  Syrup.  Simpl.  unc.  ifs,  F.  Mif- 
tura  Neutralis. 

w  4  j,"  f  {  J  I  '  j  a  /  !  *’  f  5  f|  >  r*  ,  f  a  ’l  ^  ^  t  v-  •  »  <  f 

Pulp.  Prunor.  in  Decod.  Mucilag.  Hord.  Perlat. 
ppt.  unc.  ij.  Nitr.  Cremor.  Tartar.  Sal.  Purgant. 
Commun.  ana  unc.  iv.  Acet.  q.  f.  M.  F.  Elec- 
tarium  Aperitivum. 

Sal.  Purgant.  Commun.  unc.  viij.  Nitr.  unc.  j.  Aq. 
Fontan.  lib.  j.  Acet.  unc.  iv.  M.  F.  Decodum 
Purgans.  .  , 
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A 

Practical  ESSAY,  &c. 

N  the  following  little  Treatife,  I  fhali 
fet  forth  a  Practice  derived  from  ra¬ 
tional  Principles,  ftudioufly  avoiding 
all  trifling  Speculations,  fuch  being 
calculated  folely  for  mere  Amufe- 
ment,  as  they  no  ways  concur  with 
what  ought  to  be  the  main  Intention  of  our  falutary 
Profeflion,  namely,  that  of  relieving  our  Fellow- 
Creatures  from  thofe  bodily  Calamities,  which  are  the 
proper  Objects  of  our  Art.  Sur  gerv  is  undoubtedly 
of  great  Antiquity,  and  has  been  honoured  through 
a  long  Series  of  fucceflive  Ages,  even  to  a  Degree  of 
Veneration.  Nor  are  the  prefent  Times  deftitute  of 
Profeffors  in  this  Science,  equal  in  Point  of  Chirurgi- 

B  2  cal 
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cal  Abilities  to  any  of  their  rnoft  renowned  and  miofb 
accomplifhed  Predeceffors. 

But  how  abounding  foever  may  be  not  only  our 
grand  Metropolis,  but  feveral  other  Parts  alfo  of  this 
Kingdom,  with  Perfons  of  eminent  Character  in  our 
Department  of  Surgery,  it  is  to  be  lamented  not- 
withftanding,  that  a  Number  of  Pra&itioners  fhould 
occur,  who  are  fo  far  from  being  well  verfed  in’  the 
Bufinefs  of  their  Profeffion,  that  in  reality  they  are 
altogether  ignorant  of  the  firft  Rudiments,  and  even 
the  very  Alphabet,,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  my.felf,  of 
their  Calling  ;  being  intire  Strangers  to  the  Anatomi¬ 
cal  Part  of  it,  without  which  Foundation  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  in  vain  to  attempt  the  rearing  any  other  than  a 
downright  hazardous  and  unavoidably  chimerical 
Structure.  It  is  needlefs  to  fet  about  defcanting  on 
the  fatal  Confequences  of  being  unacquainted  with 
this  neceffary  Pre-requifite  to  Chirurgical  Operations.. 
The  Thing  is  felf-evident.  On  which  account  is  it 
not  to  be  earneftly  wifhed,  that  fome  effectual  Expe¬ 
dient  were  fet  on  foot,  that  would,  to  all  Intents  and 
Purpofes,  prevent  the  Ignorant  and  Unskilful  from  in¬ 
truding  into  this  Province,  fcattering  Difmay,  and 
making  wild  Havock,  where-ever  they  chance  to  be: 

unguardedly 


L  13  ] 
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unguardedly  employed  ?  For  my  own  part,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  (peak  my  Sentiments  freely  in  regard  of 
this  Matter,  I  am  intirely  of  Opinion,  that,  in  cafe 
all  Surgeons  were,  for  the  future,  to  be  examined  by 
one,  two,  or  more  Gentlemen  of  Note  of  the  Pro- 
feflion,  deputed  by  the  Government  for  that  End, 
and  not  to  be  permitted  to  pradife  till  approved  of 
and  licenced  by  them,  it  might  be  the  Means  of  pre- 
ferving  as  many  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  in  one 
Year,  as  a  deftrudive  War  could  fweep  away  in  a 
much  longer  Compals  of  Time. 

But,  to  pafs  from  hence  to  the  Affair  in  hand; 
Venereal,  Scorbutic,  Leprous,  Scrophulous,  and  Can¬ 
cerous  Diforders  have  been  theSubjedof  feveral  phy- 
fical  Writers  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  without  any  Me¬ 
thod  of  treating  them  laid  down,  whereby  one  might 
depend  on  any  Certainty  of  a  Cure ;  efpecially  in  re- 
fped  of  Cancers,  which,  it  is  too  notorious,  reign 
abfolutely  triumphant  over  the  general  Courfe  of 
Pradice  now  in  vogue. 

D 

4  V-  /  *  *  •  <  ,  4  (  1  ,  / 

However  lingular  my  Way  of  managing  thefe 
Maladies  may  be,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  this  little  At¬ 
tempt  of  mine,  as  my  Motive  for  its  Publication  flows 

from 
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from  aPropenfity  inherent  in  me  of  being  of  fome 
Ufe  to  the  Publick,  will  be  received  with  Candour  at 
lead  by  the  unprejudiced  Part  of  the  Profeflion, 
though  it  fhould  fall  far  fhort  of  a  formal  Appro¬ 
bation.  •  ■  .'51  < 

r v  I  j  *  l  1  .i j  4^,  r  ♦  ♦  ?  / :  r u  v  V 

i  I  J  I;  i  4  J  i  J’  1  i  .  <v  J  I  .  *  ^  #  \  J  ,T  *  vy  .  /  «  }J  ,/j  JJHJ  J  J  -  ' 

My  fubfequent  Animadverfions  will  principally  re¬ 
late  to  Mercury,  the  Properties  and  Effeds  whereof 
have  been  amply  fet  forth  by  many  learned  Men. 
And  indeed  one  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  the 
Nature  of  it  fhould,  by  this  Time,  be  thoroughly  un- 
derftood,  from  the  Variety  of  its  Preparations,  and 
the  conftant  Recourfe  that  has  been  had  to  it  for  a 
great  Number  of  Years  by  almoft  every  Praditioner, 
either  in  Surgery,  or  Physic k. 

Various  have  been  the  Theoretic  Syflems  of  Au¬ 
thors  in  refped  of  this  Mineral,  and  as  various  the 
Methods  they  have  adopted  and  patronized  for  its 
Adminiftration.  But  thefe  I  fhall  now  pafs  over  in 
Silence,  as  I  look  upon  it  a  Task  quite  foreign  to  my 
prefent  Purpofe  :  All  I  propofe  by  this  Plan,  being 
only  to  exhibit  to  the  Publick  a  few  plain  Matters  of 
Fad  in  the  Manner  they  happened  to  occur  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  Run  of  my  Pradice ;  the  Relation  of  which,  I 

i  hope, 
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hope,  to  a  Reader,  who  fhall  weigh  the  Bufinefs  with 
Attention,  will  by  no  means  appear  either  abfurd,  or 
fictitious. 

.  *,  »  ,  *'.  «*  *  •  ,  -  r  *  0  «  "-j  •%  *  r  *  .  *'  .. 

In  regard  to  that  great  and  almoft  invaluable 
Medicine,  Argentum  Vivum,  I  have  contrived  the 
following  Procefs,  which,  though  familiar  and  fimple, 
I  find  to  anfwer  moft  of  the  Intentions  to  be  expeded 

from  it  in  Pradice,  viz. 

*  *  * 

r  I  •  •  t 

C  m  U  A  c'  ’  ci  iv*0*ICJ  E/flX*  l  Dili  il  jflO(  J  £  £  /  i  i  ji} 

ijt.  Flor.  Sulphur,  unc.  iv.  Argent.  Viv.  unc.  xvj. 
M.  F.  Pulvis  Subtiliffimus  iEthiopicus. 

"  y.:'!;:  Of  I?  ^flriftdOD  bi'fi  Oil  VI b  O) 

T  h  i  s  Powder,  incorporated  according  to  Art,  will 
work  its  way  through  the  minutefl  Pafiages,  and  that 
more  forcibly  than  any  other  Alterative  whatever. 
Confequently,  it  is  of  great  Efficacy  in  removing-  Ob- 
ftrudions  that  are  wont  to  be  formed  in  the  VefTels, 
and  is  infinitely  preferable  to  the  common  iEthiops 
Mineral  of  the  Shops.  It  may  be  ufed  externally, 
worked  into  an  Ointment  with  Hog’s-Lard,  in  all 
cold  Tumours  and  obftruded  Glands  ;  and  internally, 
in  its  native  JEthiopic  Form,  as  an  Alterative. 

w‘  -k 
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The  Cinnabarine  Fume,  which  is  a  common  Ex¬ 
pedient  for  drying  up  Ulcers  in  the  Tonfils,  Uvula, 
and  Parts  adjacent,  if  not  ufed  with  great  Caution, 
will  bring  on  a  Salivation,  and  thereby  very  much 
alarm  the  Patient,  and  perhaps  put  the  Practitioner  to 
no  little  Perplexity  who  injoined  it.  This  Effect  of 
it  proceeds  from  the  Activity  of  its  mercurial  and  ar- 
fenical  Qualities.  Hence,  by  an  almoft  Cauftic  Pro¬ 
perty,  it  penetrates  the  Parts,  and  propels  its  Fumes 
through  the  whole  glandular  Compages  of  the  Throat, 
and  by  that  Means,  inffead  of  becoming  a  mild  De- 
flccative  to  dry  up  and  conftringe  the  flabby  re¬ 
laxed  Fibres  of  the  difeafed  Gland,  fwells  and  dis¬ 
tends  the  tender  Tubes,  exciting  painful  Senfations, 
and  fometimes  producing  even  an  Excoriation  of  the 
Part.  -  '  .  '  .,pI3 

f  \  -*  -y  f  •  f  f 

Instead  therefore  of  Cinnabar,  I  make  ufe  of 
the  following  Powder,  viz. 

Mercur.  Dulc.  Pulv.  Myrrh,  ana  p,  se.  M.  F. 

Pulvis  Subtiliflimus. 

The 
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The  Fumes  arifing  from  fome  of  this  Powder, 
fprinkled  on  a  red-hot  Iron,  I  order  to  be  received  in 
at  the  Mouth,  opened  as  wide  as  may  be  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Pul  vis  jEthiopicus  juft  defcribed, 
and  Myrrh  well  mixed  together,  and  ufed  in  this 
Manner,  will  likewile  anfwer  the  fame  Intention  with 
the  Cinnabarine  Fume,  without  being  attended  with 

its  pernicious  Confequences. 

\ 

The  Unguentum  Cirdleum  is  frequently 
made  ufe  of  in  order  to  cure  cutaneous  Eruptions. 
Now  it  is  no  unaccuftomed  Circumftance  for  this 
Ointment  to  meet  with  bad  Succefs,  efpecially  in  ten¬ 
der  Habits  of  Body,  or  when  it  is  applied  without  due 
Caution  and  Circumfpeftion.  But  I  have  found  by 
repeated  Experience,  that  the  ill  Effects  of  it  are  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  Addition  of  Sulphur  :  Which  Manage¬ 
ment  renders  it  efficacious,  when  it  would  otherwife 
turn  out  if  not  detrimental,  at  leaft  abortive.  For 
Example  : 

Pulv.  JEthiopic.  Axung.  Porcin.  ana  p.  se.  M.  F. 

Unguentum  pro  Ufu. 
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When  I  at  any  time  recur  to  Crude  Mercury, 
I  do  fo  in  order  to  raife  Salivations  by  Unction,  or  elfe 
to  confume  callous  Lips  or  Excrefcencies.  To  com- 
pafs  this  End,  the  following  Formula  may,  in  my 
Opinion,  be  as  proper  as  any. 

Cerat.  Alb.  Argent.  Viv.  ana  p.  x.  Mifce  f.  a. 

In  the  firft  Stage  of  the  Lues  Venerea,  after 
Bleeding,  I  rub  the  Unguentum  C^ruleum  Mi¬ 
nus  plentifully  into  the  private  Parts,  and  apply  the 
White-bread  Pultice,  which  muft  be  repeated  twice 
a  Day,  omitting  the  Axungia.  At  the  fame  time  I 
advife  the  taking  of  the  Electarium  Pur  g  a  ns, 
or  the  Decoctum  Purgans  Commune,  together 
with  the  drinking  freely  of  Emulfions,  Mallows  Tea, 
or  the  like  foft  and  cooling  Liquids  of  the  Diuretic 
Clafs.  Should  the  Lues  be  accompanied  with  Shan- 
kerous  Ulcers,  or  Excoriations,  it  would  be  altogether 
advifable  to  drefs  with  the  Ceratum  Album  and 
Argentum  Vivum,  and  to  give  inwardly  Mer- 
curius  Dulcis  blended  with  Pulv.  e  Creta  Simpl. 
vel  Compofit.  or  with  Virginian  Snakeroot,  in  the 
following  Proportion,  viz. 
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Mercur, 
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i*.  Mercur.  Dulc.  unc.  j.  Cum  Pulv.  e  Creta  Simpl. 
vel  Compoflt.  drachm,  iij,  vel  cum  Rad.  Ser- 
pentar.  Virginian,  drachm,  j.  F.  Mercurius 
Neutralizatus. 

The  mixing  the  Mercurius  Dulcis  with  the 
Radix  Serpentariae,  inftead  of  the  Pulv  is  e 
Creta,  will,  in  regard  of  fome  particular  Habits, 
be  found  to  be  of  greater  Advantage ;  inafmuch  as 
this  Root  levigated  with  Mercurv  makes  a  fur- 
prifing  Alteration  in  it,  as  is  clearly  evident  from  its 
Effects.  And  as  this  Preparation  of  Mercurv 
muft  be  allowed  to  make  its  way  more  eafily  into  the 
Habit,  fo  will  it  prevent  thofe  bad  Accidents,  to 
which  tender  Conftitutions  are  naturally  fubje&ed  : 
Which  Conflderation  ought  ever  to  be  uppermoft 
when  we  have  the  Fair  Sex  under  our  Care.  Their 
Bodies  being  formed  of  a  much  more  delicate  Tex¬ 
ture  than  ours  are,  their  Fibres  more  relaxed,  and  the 
State  of  both  their  folid  and  fluid  Parts  different  in 
many  refpedts  from  that  of  the  Male,  the  Treatment 
of  them  ought  confequently  to  differ,  and  to  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  all  imaginable  Caution,  Prudence, 
and  Circumfpe<5tion. 

C  2  In 
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In  violent  Cor  dees,  or  in  a  great  Difficulty  of 
making  water,  and  in  inflammations  of  thofe  Parts, 
I  adminifter  the  Neutral  Mixture,  and  that 
generally  with  good  Succefs,  but  prepared  with  Bar¬ 
ley-Water  To  two  Pounds  of  this  Mixture  I  add. 
three  Drachms  of  purified  Nitre,  and  order  fix  Spoon- 
•fuls  of  it  to  be  taken  every  third  Flour.  I  even  give 
it,  when  a  Salivation  is  to  be  raifed,  whether  by 
Un&ion  or  internal  Medicines,  with  the  Addition  of 
Pulv.  e  Creta  Compofit.  which  guards  the  Stomach 
and  Inteftines  from  the  bad  Effects  of  the  Mercury, 
and  helps  to  fecure  the  Patient  againfl:  any  Attack  of 
a  Fever,  or  an  inflammation.  But  fhould  thefe  be 
making  their  Advances  notwithftanding  this  Precau¬ 
tion,  repeated  Bleeding  will  be  neceflary,  together 
with  a  prudent  Ufe  ot  Opiates  ;  an  Eye  had  at  the 
fame  time  to  that  cuftomary  Symptom  of  a  Corde  e, 
a  conftant  Provocation  to  make  water,  which  is  ever 
attended  with  Pain.  At  this  Period  of  the  Diforder 

an  Examination  of  the  State  of  the  Canal  fhould  al- 

» 

ways  be  made  by  means  of  the  Bougie,  or  medical 
Candle. 


The 
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The  Ufe  of  Bougies  is  now  pretty  well  known* 
and  the  various  particular  Compofitions  of  them, 
which  have  been  held  as  great  Secrets  by  many  Practi¬ 
tioners,  in  England  as  well  as  in  France,  are  ex¬ 
perienced  to  be  in  a  manner  equally  effectual,  pro¬ 
vided  they  be  of  a  proper  Confidence,  and  of  an  Em- 
plaftic  Nature.  If  there  be  any  Difference  in  them, 
thofe  that  have  the  Argentum  Vivum  in  their 
Compofition  feem  to  bid  the  faired:  to  excel.  The 
mod:  ufeiul  that  I  have  made  trial  of  are  prepared 
with  Argent.  Viv.  unc.  i  Terebinthin.  Commun,  q.  f. 
Cerat.  Alb  unc.  i.  and  Farin.  Tritie.  in  a  Quantity 
fufficient  to  give  a  due  Confidence.  Thofe  Bougies 
that  are  prepared  with  Turpeth  Mineral,  or  Mercur. 
Piascipitat.  Caudic.  or  with  Mercurial  Salts,  or  with 
any  thing  of  an  Efcarotic  Quality,  are  by  no  means 
proper,  but  on  the  contrary  abfolutely  pernicious,  and 
over  and  above  render  the  Application  of  the  Remedy 
oftentimes  as  intolerable  as  the  Difeafe  itfelf,  exulce- 
rating  the  tender  nervous  Parts  of  the  Urethra,  which 
can  never  bear  an  Application  of  a  ftimulating  Nature. 
Nay,  fometimes  a  long  continued  Ufe  of  them,  efpe- 
cially  in  an  indifferent  Habit  of  Body,  will  bring  on 
Inflammations  of  the  Parts,  and  other  bad  Accidents, 
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will  produce  Fiftulas  in  Perinreo  of  a  mod  obfiinate 
Tendency,  and  at  laft  become  incurable. 

I n  ftubborn  Venereal  Ulcers  I  have  frequently 
made  Jffues  in  the  Inguinal  Glands.  I  dip  the  Tent, 
or  Doflil,  in  Unguent.  Mercurial,  and  internally  give 
equal  Parts  of  Mercur.  Dulc.  and  Creta  levigated  to¬ 
gether.  I  find  Mercury  thus  compounded,  and  made 
up  into  Pills  or  Bolus’s,  to  turn  out  a  better  Medicine, 
than  when  adminiftred  according  to  the  common 
Forms  of  the  Shops.  The  Creta  Alba  I  look  upon  as 
one  of  the  beft  Abforbents,  and  accordingly  I  give 
that  and  Aqua  Calcis,  with  the  Neutral  Mixture,  after 
a  Salivation,  in  order  to  fweeten  the  Blood,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  Acrimony  of  the  Juices;  which  Purpofe  I 
experience  it  to  anfwer  much  more  effedually,  than 
the  Deco&ion  of  the  Woods,  which  on  this  Occafion 
is  commonly  prefcribed. 

In  painful  Tumours  from  Cancerous  Habits,  I 
would  recommend  the  fubfequent  Pultice,  viz.  Boil 
Turnips  in  a  Deception  of  Pearl  Barley  and  Poppy- 
Seeds  to  a  tendernefs ;  then  run  the  Pulp  through  a 
a  Sieve,  and  apply  it  to  the  Part  affedted.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Prefcriptions  likewife  would  not  be  indiredf, 
where  there  is  a  copious  and  painful  Difcharge,  viz. 

$.  Cerat. 
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5t.  Cerat.  Alb.  unc.  ij.  Sacchar.  Saturn,  drachm,  i. 
Mifce. 

ft.  Emplaflr.  de  Minio,  Ol.  e  Ped.  Bovin,  ana  q.  f. 
M.  F.  Ceratum  Rubrum. 


9t.  Cerat.  Rubr.  unc.  ij.  Opii,  Alumin.  Commun. 
ana  drachm,  j.  Mifce. 

I  must  not  omit  in  this  Place  a  Mixture  of  known 
Efficacy  in  Cancerous  Tumours,  and  Ulcers  of  the 
Tonffis,  Uvula,  and  Tongue,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

*  •  / 

Jfc.  Argent.  Viv.  Cret,  Alb.  ana  unc.  fs.  Hilce  op¬ 
time  incorporatis  Add.  Mell.  infpiffat.  unc.  ij. 

F.  Miflura  Oralis,  qua  Partes  inungantur  bis 
in  die. 

In  the  Scurvy,  a  Difeafe  fo  common  amongft 
feafaring  Perfons,  my  Patients  have  been  relieved  by 
drinking  plentifully  of  the  Neutral  Mixture  made 
with  Aq.  Fontan.  and  Pulv  e  Creta  Simpl.  vel  Com- 
pofit.  and,  after  the  Addition,  as  Circumftances 
might  require,  of  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Spirit  or  fome 

compound 
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compound  Water,  acidulated  with  Sp.  Nitr.  Dulc.  or 
the  Vitriolic  Acid. 

»  i  «  ■».«  A  H  \  i  I  w'  *  *  •#  *■* 

In  regard  of  Gouty  Perfons,  the  Neutral 
Mixture  is  in  all  refpeds  a  proper  Remedy,  if  taken 
after  the  Fit  is  over,  mixed  with  Tin&ur.  Serpentar. 
Virginian,  or  with  Rum,  Brandy,  Arrack,  or  Moun¬ 
tain  Wine,  three  Times  a  Day,  from  three  to  fix 
Spoonfuls  of  the  Mixture  at  a  Dofe.  If  it  be  taken 
in  Wine,  it  makes  a  pleafant  Julep. 

%  ^  \  {  •  9  •  “  ^ 

This  Mixture  may  be  even  given  in  the  Fit  itfelf 
with  Pulv.  e  Creta  Simpl.  vel  Compofit.  being  well 
fuited  for  diffolving  the  Gouty  Salts  that  lodge  in  the 
Capillary  Veffels  of  the  Joints,  and  for  carrying  them 
off  by  the  cutaneous  Pores  in  Perfpiration  ;  or  elfe  of 
cauling  them  to  unite  with  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  and 
to  circulate  through  thofe  Parts  without  ftriking  upon 
and  wounding  the  tender  Membranes  and  Ligaments 
with  which  they  are  furnifhed.  Thus  by  a  fafe  and 
fimple  Method  may  Eafe  be  procured  in  a  Diftemper, 
otherwife  the  moll  painful  and  obftinate  perhaps  of 
any  to  which  the  human  Body  is  fubjeded. 
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The  Mixture,  which  I  have  here  been  recom¬ 
mending,  and  conftantly  made  ufe  of  in  my  Practice, 
is  as  follows,  viz. 

ffc.  Sal.  Ruflic.  unc.  fs.  Acet.  Diftillat.  lib.  fs.  Aq. 

Fontan.  lib.  i.  Syr.  Simpl.  unc.  ij.  Mifce. 

\ 

Wherever  there  is  an  Inflammatory  or  Sizy  State 
of  the  Blood  and  juices,  I  would,  when  proper  Eva¬ 
cuations  have  preceded,  advife  this  Neutral  Mixture : 
Which  likewife  in  Fevers  of  mod  Kinds,  and  in  Co¬ 
lics,  Fluxes,  and  all  Haemorrhages  whatever,  I  have 
found  of  very  great  Service.  Nor  is  it  without  an  Ad¬ 
vantage,  which  is  fcarce  to  be  met  with  in  the  com- 
mon  Saline  Draughts,  as  it  is  devoid  of  that  naufeous 
Tafte,  which  Sal  Abflnthii  generally  preferves  in  all 
Vehicles  it  is  mixed  with,  ariflng  from  a  rank  bitter 
faponaceous  Oil,  highly  difagreeable  to  the  Palate. 
The  Cineres  Clavellati,  or  Sal  Ruflicum,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  more  pure,  and  mull  be  allowed  the  Charac¬ 
ter  of  being  the  mod  faponaceous  Alkali  as  yet  known. 
The  Acetum,  moreover,  produces  a  better  and  a  more 
depurative  Fermentation  than  the  Juice  of  Lemons  ; 
the  latter  being  an  unprepared  Vegetable  Acid  drawn 
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from  a  foreign  Fruit,  the  former  an  Acid  of  our  own 
Growth  feparated  from  Feculency  by  Diftillation.  I 

would  not  be  underflood  to  infinuate,  that  this  Neu- 

* 

tral  Mixture,  as  I  term  it,  fhouid  be  always  oiven 
alone,  or  exactly  in  the  Manner  I  have  direded  it.  It 
may  be  varied  as  the  Circumflances  of  the  Patient 
may  chance  to  vary,  and  be  accompanied  with  other 
Things  of  a  medical  Tendency  agreeably  to  the  con¬ 
comitant  Symptoms.  Thus  when  mixed  with  Pow¬ 
ders  of  the  abforbent  Clafs  it  becomes  an  adequate  Re¬ 
medy  for  whatever  Crudities  may  affed  the  Stomach, 
or  Bowels,  the  conftant  Source  of  Heart-burns,  Indi- 
geftion,  and  colicky  Complaints.  The  Putrefadion 
is  powerfully  correded  by  the  Acetum,  the  predomi¬ 
nant  Crudity  and  Acidity  abforbed  by  the  teflaceous 
Materials,  and  the  Obftrudions  diffolved  by  the  alka- 
lious  Parts  of  the  Medicine.  So  that  in  Difeafes  af- 
feding  the  Prinne  Vise,  or  fir  ft  Paffages,  the  Ufe  of  it 
may,  I  think,  without  Vanity,  be  pronounced  a 
much  more  efficacious  Expedient  for  removing  them, 
than  the  Tribe  of  Aromatic  and  Alexipharmic  Tinc¬ 
tures  fo  frequently  recurred  to  on  thefe  Occafions ; 
efpecially  in  regard  of  Convulfion  Fits,  which  are  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  to  derive  their  Origin  from  fome  fuch 
offending  Matter  in  the  Bowels  as  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of.  The 
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The  Miftura  Neutralis,  with  the  Addition  of 
Aqua  Calcis,  is  a!fo  beneficial  in  Scorbutic  Habits,  in 
Venereal  eruptive  Difpofitions,  'and  in  Scrophulous 
and  even  Leprous  Complaints.  It  fcours  the  Glands, 
attenuates  the  Lentor  and  Vifcidity  of  the  Fluids,  and 
paves  the  way  for  removing  whatever  cutaneous  De¬ 
formities,  provided  the  Skin  be  anointed  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  Pulvis  iEthiopicus  and  Axungia,  and 
the  iEthiops  I  have  directed  taken  internally,  made 
up  into  a  Bolus,  or  Pills,  with  Balfam  of  Peru. 


This  Medicine,  to  wit,  the  Mixture  above-men¬ 
tioned,  being  of  a  Diuretic  Nature,  will  anfwer  mani¬ 
fold  Intentions  in  refpedt  of  a  Dropfy,  along  with 
proper  Purgation,  &c  In  Afthmas  likewife  it  power¬ 
fully  relieves  the  fine  tender  Veffels,  that  are  ob- 
ffrudfed  in  that  Diforder  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they 
are  almofl  choaked  up  with  vifcid  glutinous  Humours ; 

and  with  the  Addition  of  Gum  Ammoniac  it  will 

# 

attenuate  and  force  its  way  Hill  more  irrefiftibly.  It 
is  alfo  a  good  Anti-Emetic,  and,  with  a  few  Drops  of 
the  Tincfura  Thebaica  mixed  with  it,  will  take  oil 
Vomiting  and  Sicknefs  at  the  Stomach  with  great 
Eafe,  Safety,  and  almofl  an  abfolute  Certainty. 

D  2  Thus 
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Thus  this  plain  and  familiar  Compound,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  Combinations,  will  ferve -various  Purpofes  in  the 
Cure  of  Difeafes.  To  confirm  what  I  have  been  ad¬ 
vancing  in  regard  of  this  favourite  Mixture,  I  fhall 
exhibit  to  the  Reader  a  few  Inftances,  out  of  a  great 
many  that  have  occurred  to  me  in  nay  private  Practice, 
of  its  fuperior  Powers,  and  the  uncommon  Efficacy  it 
is  endued  with  of  removing  Diforders  of  a  very  ftub- 
born  and  obftinate  Nature :  Which  Inftances  at  the 
fame  time  will,  I  hope,  place  me  in  a  Light  above 
any  Sufpicion,  that  what  I  have  been  delivering  con¬ 
cerning  this  Medicine  has  flowed  more  from  a  Mo- 
live  of  Self-Adulation,  than  from  a  real  Confcioufnefs 
and  Convidiion  of  any  peculiar  Merit  in  refpedt  of  its 
Compofition. 

I  am  often  wont  to  entertain  myfelf  with  Reflec  ¬ 
tions  on  the  Simplicity  of  the  Condudt  of  Nature. 
In  her  Produdfions  reigns  a  plain,  Ample,  Uniformity, 
though  ffie  is  deftitute  notwithftanding  of  no  Inftru- 
ment  neceflary  for  the  Accomplifhment  of  her  De- 
flgns.  By  copying  the  Simplicity  of  her  Intentions 
we  are  led  into  no  Mazes  or  Perplexities  whatever. 
But  when  we  deviate  in  our  Purfuits,  and  ftray  from 
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the  plain  Paths  {he  marks  out  for  us,  we  expofe  our- 
felves  to  the  unavoidable  Danger  oi  falling  into  a 

o  o 

thoufand  grofs  Abfurdities,  and  ridiculous  Sy Herns. 
Thus  the  famous  Pitcairne,  though  othervvife  a 
Perfon  of  great  Genius  and  Sagacity,  was  betrayed 
into  thofe  chimerical  Calculations  of  his,  concerning 
the  prodigious  Power  of  the  Stomach,  as  a  Mufcle, 
in  performing  Digeflion,  dl fc.  Chimerical,  I  fry,  in- 
afmuch  as  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and  contrary 
to  the  leaf!  Obfervation,  as  that  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Body  fhould  ad:  with  a  greater  or  lefs  Degree  of 
Strength  according  to  their  Weight  and  Bulk  ;  or  that 
the  Mufcular  Coat  oi  the  Stomach  fhould  bear  a 
Comparifon  with  thofe  of  the  Thumb,  or  any  other 
Part  of  the  Body.  But,  to  refume  the  Thread  of 
my  Difcourfe,  I  fhall  now  recount  a  few  Infiances  of 
the  Succefs  of  this  Neutral  Mixture. 

INSTANCE  E 

Mrs.  P - st,  in  Park-street,  was  feized  with 

an  Inflammation  in  her  Foot,  which  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  Mortification.  On  this  Occafion  Dr. 

S  w  i  n  f  i  n  and  Dr.  Gres  wold  were  called  in,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Mr.  Bolyston,  as  an  Apothecary.  Great 

Quantities. 
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Quantities  of  the  Bark  were  prefcnbed  on  this 
Emergency,  and  warm  Applications  made  to  the  Part, 
fuch  as  are  generally  ufed  in  thefe  Cafes,  but  to  no 
Purpofe.  She  was  abfolutely  pronounced  by  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  who  attended  her  a  dead  Woman.  In  this 
calamitous  Situation,  whom  could  fhe  have  recourfe 
to  for  Comfort,  but  to  a  Parfon  ?  This  Clergyman’s 
Friends  fent  for  me.  As  fhe  was  now  under  my  foie 
Diredion  and  Management,  I  in  the  firft  Place  made 
bold  Incifions  in  the  Part  affected,  and,  after  ordering 
fuitable  Applications  to  it,  I  advifed  the  Neutral  Mix¬ 
ture,  in  Conjundion  with  the  findure  of  Virginian 
Snakeroot,  to  be  taken  of  plentifully.  This  Method 
brought  on  a  good  Digeftion,  and  by  adminiftring  the 
Decod.  Cort.  Querc.  Intern,  the  Cure  was  perfedly 
accomplifhed,  and  fhe  lived  many  Years  after. 

The  Authors  of  font e  late  Treatifes  on  Gun-Shot 
Wounds  relate  how  many  Pounds  of  the  Peruvian 
Bark  they  have  given  to  one  Patient.  I  dare  affirm, 
that  the  Decod.  Cort.  Querc.  Intern,  along  with  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Vitriol,  or  common  Alum,  in  a  fufficient  Quan¬ 
tity,  is  much  preferable  to  it,  and  anfwers  better  than 
any  other  Styptic,  even  the  famed  ones  of  Eaton 
and  Helvetius  ;  and  that  an  Extrad  made  from 

it 
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it  is  beyond  that  of  the  Cortex  Peruvianus  itfelf.  I 
have  ufed  it  with  uncommon  Succefs  in  great  Dif- 
charges  from  Ulcers,  Gleets,  Fluxes  of  all  Kinds,  in 
Intermittents,  in  Fallings  down  of  the  Vagina,  Anus, 
and  Uvula,  by  way  of  Fomentation  or  Vapour,  and 
in  all  Haemorrhages,  and  large  Evacuations  whatever. 
In  a  word,  when  the  Veffels  have  loft  in  a  manner 
their  natural  Elafticity,  and  the  balfamic  Tincfture  of 
the  Blood  is  almoft  deftroyed,  this  Medicine  will  pro¬ 
duce  furprifing  Effects,  and  afford,  as  it  were,  di¬ 
vine  Help. 


INSTANCE  II. 

Mrs.  Baker,  a  married  Gentlewoman,  laboured 
under  a  cancerated  Breaft.  She  called  in  Dr.  An- 
trobus  and  Henry  Greswold,  Efq;  ftnce  de- 
ceafed,  to  her  Aftiftance,  who  prefcribed  the  cuf- 
tomary  pompous  Formulas  Medendi  of  the  Shops,  but 
to  no  End  in  Nature,  and  at  laft  declared  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  impoflible  to  cure  her.  Soon  after  {he  fent  for 
me.  I  informed  her  I  would  do  the  beft  I  could  for 
her,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  Neutral  Mixture  with 
Creta  Alba,  and  a  purging  Mixture  to  be  taken  of 
twice  a  Week  in  a  fmall  Quantity,  fomenting  the  Part 
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affedled  with  a  Decoction  of  Mallows,  Poppy-Heads, 
and  Linfeed  in  Milk  and  Water,  with  an  Application 
of  the  Ceratum  Album  with  Saccharum  Saturni,  not 
omitting  to  take  away  Blood,  and  made  a  perfect 
Cure  of  it.  She  likewife  lived  many  Years  after. 

INSTANCE  III. 

Mrs.  Harris,  in  Moor-Street,  affii&ed  with 
a  Cancer  in  her  Bread,  was  cured  after  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner,  as  is  above  recited,  namely,  by  Mercurial  Oint¬ 
ments,  and  the  Neutral  Mixture. 

INSTANCE  IV.  .  . 

*  ' 

Mrs.  - had  a  large  and  painful  Tumour  in  her 

Knee.  She  put  herfelf  under  the  Care  of  Mr.  D - 

of  this  Place,  who  attended  her  a  confiderable  Time, 
and  made  ufe  of  many  Medicines  and  Applications,  as 
for  a  White  Swelling,  but  without  the  lead  expedted 
Effedt.  She  was  then  detached  by  the  Parifh  Officers  to 
their  Place  of  Confinement,  in  order  to  be  removed  to 
Bromsgrove,  and  have  her  Leg  taken  off  as  incu¬ 
rable.  I  was  applied  to  by  her  Friends  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  and,  on  Examination,  found  the  Diforder  to  be 
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a  large,  painful,  and  fchirrhous  Tumour,  and  rather 
fo  by  Mifmanagement,  than  from  any  other  Caufe. 
I  treated  it  in  the  following  Manner,  viz.  with  the 
Fotus  ex  Fol.  Alth.  Capit.  Papav,  Alb.  Sem.  Lin.  &c. 
and,  over  all,  with  an  Application  of  the  Ceratum 
Album.  I  gave  her  behdes  Neutral  Medicines,  and 
the  Pulvis  iEthiopicus.  After  fome  time  the  Symp¬ 
toms  difappeared,  and  I  finifhed  the  Cure  with  De¬ 
cod.  Quercin.  and  the  Cerate. 

i  ' 

INSTANCE  V. 

A  Daughter. of  Mr.  Carpenter’s,  of  Edg- 
bres ton-Mill,  aged  about  Thirteen,  was  attacked 
with  a  Droplical  Swelling  of  her  Belly.  I  ordered 
the  Neutral  Mixture  to  be  given  her  plentifully,  and 
Pills  with  two  Parts  of  Powder  of  Jalap,  and  one  of 
Mercurius  Dulcis,  and  a  Bottle  of  Drops  ex.  Sp.  Sal. 
Armoniac.  Nitr.  Dulc.  Tindur.  Cantharid.  ana  p.  x. 
to  be  taken  of  in  fmall  Liquors  freely. 

Where  the  Abdomen  is  very  hard,  and  does  not 
yield  to  the  common  Method,  in  that  Cafe  I  injoin 
the  Mercurial  Ointment  to  be  rubbed  into  it,  and  di- 
red  the  Patient  to  purge  briskly  with  the  Miflura,  vel 
Eledarium,  Purgans. 


E 
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I  have  a  Number  of  feledt  Cafes  of  the  like 
Kind.  But,  as  I  propofe  to  communicate  them  here¬ 
after  to  the  Publick  in  a  diftindt  Treatife  by  them- 
felves,  I  fhall  omit  the  Relation  of  any  more  at  this 
time ;  efpecially  as  my  Health  is  too  much  impaired 
at  prefent  for  Applications  of  this  Nature,  and  my 
Leifure  too  feanty,  from  the  frequent  Calls  I  am  under 
a  fort  of  Neceffity  of  anfwering  in  regard  of  Tick  Per- 
fons.  On  which  account  I  fhall  conclude  this  little 
Tract  with  a  few  loofe  detached  Obfervations,  which 
may  be  ufdul  Hints,  perhaps,  notwithflanding  to 
thofe,  who  have  not  as  yet  been  converfant  to  any 
great  Degree  with  Pradtice. 

I  n  the  Diforders  I  have  mentioned,  arid  wherever 
a  cooling  and  opening  Medicine  is  required,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purging  and  alterative  Eledtary  may  take 
place,  inftead  of  thofe  pompous  ones  we  for  the  mod 
part  meet  with  in  the  Pharmacopoeia’s.  This,  how¬ 
ever  fimple,  will  be  found,  I  hope,  to  anfwer  the 
Pradtitioner’s  Intentions  much  better,  than  any  loaded 
Medicine  whatever. 
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#.  Pulp.  Prunor.  in  Decoft.  Mucilagin.  Hord.  Per- 
lat.  ppt.  unc.  ij.  Nitr.  Cremor.  Tartar.  Sal. 
Purgant.  ana  unc.  iv.  Acet.  q.  £  M.  F.  Elec- 
tar  ium. 

The  fubfequent  Deco&ion  likewife  may  be  equally 
ferviceable,  viz. 

$.  Sal.  Purgant.  Commun.  unc.  viij.  Nitr.  unc.  i. 
Aq.  Fontan.  lib.  i.  Acet.  unc.  iv.  F.  Deco&um. 

4  *  }  .  I  yi  4  •  .  *  »  .  .  t  •  :  «  4  *  ,  ' 

These  I  have  frequently  recommended,  where 
the  Patients  Circumftances  would  not  permit  them  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  Salt  Mineral  Water,  and  as  fre¬ 
quently  found  them  a  very  good  Subftitute  for  Wa¬ 
ter  of  that  Nature,  as  they  are  well  adapted  to  a  can¬ 
cerous  Habit,  or  an  inflamed,  flzey,  State  of  the  Blood. 
When  the  Cuticular  Texture  is  relaxed,  or  the  Fafcire 
vitiated,  what  irregular  and  even  furpriflng  Appear¬ 
ances  will  the  diftorted  or  ill-diredted  Fibril!*  produce, 
where  there  is  Room  made  for  their  preternatural  Ex¬ 
panlion  or  Dilatation  ?  What  a  Lufus  Naturae  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Glandular  Compages  in  fcrophulous  or 
cancerous  Habits  ?  Now,  why  may  not  a  peculiar  Form 
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of  Gland,  altered  in  cancerous  Habits  from  its  orisi- 
nal  Make,  be  occafioned  by  irregular  and  diftended 
Canals,  produced  by  Humours  vitiated  and  corrupted, 
fo  as  at  length  to  become  of  fuch  a  cauftic  Quality, 
as  evidently  difplays  itfelf  in  a  putrefcent  and  alkalious 

State  of  the  Juices  ?  „  '  . 

•  *  •  *  •  \  ^ 

In  external  Applications  I  make  ufe  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Cerate  inflead  of  the  Cerat.  e  Lapid.  Calamin.  fo 
generally  in  vogue,  viz. 

5-.  Emplaftr.  Commun.  Ol.  Ped.  Bovin,  ana  q.  f. 
M.  et  lento  igne  liquefc.  f.  a.  Signetur  Cera- 
tum  Album. 

Jr  » 

But  Care  muft  be  taken  to  put  a  greater  Propor¬ 
tion  of  Oil  in  Winter  than  in  Summer;  otherwife  this 
Cerate  will  be  of  too  hard  a  Conflftence  in  the  one 
Seafon,  or  of  too  foft  a  one  in  the  other.  This  is  the 
mod  cooling  Application  I  know  of,  and,  Ipread  thick 
on  Linen,  may  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  for  the  firft  Dref- 
fing  in  Fractures.  It  greatly  relieves  the  Pain  and 
Tenflon  of  the  Parts  by  relaxing  their  Fibres,  and, 
from  its  foft  and  oily  Quality,  is  well  fuited  to  miti¬ 
gate  an  Inflammation,  which  is  fo  frequently  attempted 
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by  Turner’s  Cerate,  but  injudiciously.  For  the  La¬ 
pis  Calaminaris  contains  brafly  arfenical  Scoria;,  whofe 
cauftic  Nature  occaflons  Pain,  and,  inftead  of  re¬ 
moving  the  Inflammation  (as  the  tender  nervous  Pa¬ 
pillae  are  fubjedted  to  its  corroding  Power)  abfolutely 
increafes  it.  In  this  Cafe  the  Application  fhould  be 
removed  immediately,  and  a  Plafter  of  this  Cerate 
fubftituted  in  its  Stead.  The  Ol.  Ped.  Bovin,  is  prefe¬ 
rable  to  molt  Things  of  the  Kind,  as  it  is  more  emol¬ 
lient,  and,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  Quantity  of 
Vinegar,  is  an  excellent  Remedy  for  Sprains,  Difloca- 
tions,  and  Fradtures.  When  the  Fibres  become  tenfe 
and  rigid  from  painful  Pulfations,  and  Obftrudtions  in 
the  Minima  Vafa,  it  relaxes  and  foftens  to  a  great  De¬ 
gree,  and  of  courfe  turns  out  of  Angular  Service  on 
thofe  excruciating  Occaflons.  It  is  likewife  endued 
with  a  Property  of  helping  the  fmall  Capillary  Vefiels, 
when  bleeding,  to  recover  their  loft  Fluids,  and  of 
forwarding  the  extravafated  Blood  into  the  returning 
Venal  Branches. 

Now  I  am  fpeaking  of  external  Applications,  I 
will  take  notice  of  fome  for  the  Eyes.  The  Ax- 
ungia  Viperina,  Unguentum  Tutke,  and  Sir  Hans 
Sloane’s  Ointment,  I  have  found  very  fuccefsful  in 
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my  Practice.  Though  in  ill-conditioned  Ulcers,  and 
Tumours  of  the  Eyes,  and  adjacent  Parts,  the  Fume 
of  Mercurius  Dulcis  and  Myrrh,  with  an  Application 
of  the  Ceratum  Album,  together  with  fuitable  Eva¬ 
cuations,  anfwers  much  better.  What  will  Tutty, 
or  Lapis  Calaminaris,  do  alone  in  diffolving  the  Ob- 
ftru&ions  formed  in  thofe  Capillary  Tubes,  the  lad: 
decreafmg  Series  of  Nervo-Lymphatics  ?  How  many 
Diforders  and  furprifing  Phenomena  arife  from  Tu¬ 
mours  too  grofsly  fecreted  in  the  tranfparent  Membrane 
of  that  noble  Organ,  the  Eye  !  How  many  Accidents 
proceed  from,  and  depend  upon,  the  too  great  con- 
tradlile  and  diftra&ile  State  of  the  nervous  Syflem, 
where  its  Membranes  are  l'o  varioufly  vitiated  !  Some 
Years  ago,  I  propofed  to  Dr.  Desaguliers,  a  Me¬ 
thod  for  relieving  near-lighted  Perfons,  by  deprefling 
the  Cryftalline  Humour,  as  in  couching  ;  inafmuch 
as,  when  that  Medium  is  removed,  one  of  a  lefs  Den- 
fity  will  fucceed,  which  will  fupply  the  Place  of 
Glaffes.  But  the  Experiment  I  have  never  as  yet 
tried. 

I  n  the  Cafes  above  recited,  viz.  Scropbulous  Ul¬ 
cers  of  the  Eye-lids,  the  Ceratum  Album,  mixed 
either  with  Mercurius  Dulcis,  or  Argentum  Vivum, 
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anfwers  very  wel!  :  But  the  afore-hinted  Fumigation 
of  Myrrh  and  Mercurius  Dulcis  iucceeds  even  to 
Admiration. 


Thus  have  I  gone  through  what  I  propofed, 
namely,  to  recommend  the  Method  and  Medicines 
I  have  made  ufe  of,  and  found  moft  effectual  in 
reftoring  had  Habits  of  Body,  and  difeafed  C'onfti- 
tutions,  whether  arifing  from  a  Scorbutic,  Scrophu- 
lous,  Venereal,  or  even  from  a  Cancerous  Caufe. 
This  I  have  done,  I  think,  in  as  plain  and  concife 
a  Manner  as  pofiible,  without  any  pompous  Parade 
of  Words,  or  Flourifhes  of  Language,  which  ferve 
only  to  take  off  the  Reader’s  Attention  fiom  the 
real  Thing,  and  to  fix  it  upon  the  Surface.  Thefe 
Embellifhments,  indeed,  take  place  in  Novels  or  Ro¬ 
mances,  where  the  Beauty  of  Stile,  and  Delicacy  of 
Sentiment,  are  Ornaments  indifpenfably  neceflary  for 
the  Recommendation  of  the  Piece. 

I  need  not  infinuate,  that  I  have  fpoken  large¬ 
ly  in  Favour  of  the  Neutral  Mixture,  pre¬ 
pared  after  my  own  Way.  I  will  add,  that  in  Difor- 
ders  of  the  Horned  Cattle,  after  Bleeding,  I  would 
give  a  Pint  of  this  fame  Mixture  four  Times  a  Day, 
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with  Pulv.  e  Creta  Compofit.  drachm,  iij.*  Camphor/' 
Scrup.  j.  in  Spirit.  Yin.  Soiut.  and  at  the  fame  time 
would  order  Nitr.  unc.  j  Acet.  unc.  iij.  to  be  given 
in  three  Pints  of  Bran  and  Water  betwixt  the  T  imes 
of  taking;  the  Neutral  Mixture.  When  the  Beads 
want  to  dung,  give  a  Pint  ol  the  purging  Decodion. 
The  fame  Courfe  may  be  taken,  in  regard  of  Cattle 
that  are  troubled  with  griping  Diforders  in  the ‘Bowels. 
If  they  are  feized  with  a  Flux,  which  is  often  the 
Cafe,  the  Decod.  Querc.  will  be  proper,  with  Alum  ; 
or  elfe  Spirit.  Vitriol,  in  Rice-Gruel.  '  l  :C 
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